WILL CHANCE

death. From this time to that of their execution, which took
place on igth of September, 1714, and even at the place of
their death, they behaved as if they were wholly insensible
of the enormity of the crime which they had committed;
and notwithstanding the publicity of their offence, they had
the confidence to deny it to the last moment of their lives.
Nor did they show any signs of compunction for their former
sins. After hanging the usual time, Johnson was hanged
in chains near Holloway, between Islington and Highgate.

WILL CHANCE
Robbed his Uncle by Forgery^ and then turned Foot-pad.
Was executed at Tyburn in April, 1715
WILLIAM CHANCE was born of mean parents,
near Colchester, in Essex, by whom he had not the
least learning at all bestowed upon him, though he was
from his very infancy a child who showed a promising
genius.
When he came to be about sixteen years of age he was
put out apprentice by the parish to a weaver, where he was
so unlucky that at the end of three years his master gave
him his indentures and sent him packing; when, to support
himself, he took to thieving.
Surprising Sir Jonathan Thornicroft, Bart., he unawares
knocked him off his horse and rifled him of a diamond
ring worth one hundred and twenty pounds, a gold watch
worth fifty pounds, and two hundred and ninety guineas. A
great noise of this robbery being made all over the country*
with the promise of a reward of one hundred pounds for any
who could discover this bold robber, Will fled to a rich
uncle's at Thetford, to lie there incognito till this hubbub
was all over. His uncle was a grazier, who caressed and re-
ceived him with all the tokens of respect that could possibly
be shown a near relation. While he was here he bargained
with his uncle for twenty oxen, signing an obligation for
the money, which he promised to pay within a month or
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